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5.0n behalf of the Singapore Chinese Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (SCCCI), it is my pleasure to
welcome all of you to the inaugural Scholars’ Night. This
evening, we gather not only to congratulate a new batch of
our scholarship recipients but also to reiterate the
importance of nurturing talent, building character, and
fostering a sense of duty and contribution back to the
society.

6. Over the years, giving back to our society and promoting
education is an integral part of SCCCI’'s mission. Since the
establishment of the Singapore Chinese Chamber of
Commerce Foundation (SCCCF) in 1966, SCCCI has
awarded more than 2,000 scholarships for students to
complete their tertiary education, including our Malay and
Indian students. As Singapore celebrated 59 years of
independence this year, we are reminded of the Chinese
saying “®I AN F &, J5 AN &7, which means “One
generation plants the trees under whose shade another
generation enjoys”. This reflects the foresight and selfless
dedication of our pioneering forefathers who worked hard
to lay the foundation selflessly for a secure, stable and
prosperous Singapore that we enjoy today. Their efforts
reminded us that success is not only about personal
achievement but also about contributing for the greater
good.
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7. At the SCCCI Building Diamond Jubilee Celebration on the
17t of September, | have shared that SCCCI will donate
$1.2 million to the Singapore University of Social Sciences
(SUSS). This is the sixth public university that we are
establishing a scholarship with. At the same time, we will
also continue to collaborate with Yayasan MENDAKI and
SINDA to support education for all ethnic groups.

8. Last month, as part of our “SCCCI Care” (i< kihit
¥II) community service initiative, our scholarship recipients
packed and distributed a total of 1,000 care packs C(EHI[X

4L, to families supported by the Chinese Development

Assistance Council (CDAC), Yayasan MENDAKI, SINDA
and Eurasian Association. Moving forward, SCCCI will
organise more of such initiatives to bring our different
communities together in a spirit of inclusiveness and giving
back to our society.

9. As Prime Minister Lawrence Wong pointed out in his
inaugural National Day Rally speech, “all of us, young and
not so young, want a refreshed Singapore Dream”, “where
we thrive and flourish on our own terms — in ways that are
less prescribed and determined, more adventurous and
open”. Together with SCCCI’'s core values of “patriotism,
integrity, succession, innovation and uniting businesses’, |
am confident that as SCCCI’s scholars, you can make the
mark with a difference in contributing back to our society
while chasing your own “rainbow” and achieving your

SUCCeSS.

10. We thus encourage our scholarship recipients to take
up internship opportunities with SCCCI to gain experience
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and understanding of the rationale, principle as well as the
importance of trade associations’ contribution to our
country. In addition, we hope you will join SCCCI as
members after completing your studies, and in the years to
come, take up leadership roles in SCCCIl as we work
together for the progress of our business community,
society and country.

In closing, | thank all our guests for your presence tonight, and
once again | congratulate all our scholarship recipients and your
families on this joyous occasion. Last but not least, | wish all of
you good health and success in your endeavours! Thank you!
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